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From Ly meat markets and
her shops turned sausage factorles
and smokehouses, toa multi-billion dollar
industry some 100-or-more years later,
Garmany has arguably had a greater impact
on American cuising than any other couns
try in the world. While our hearts haven't
always been able to express compassion
in the face of this reality, our stomachs
have cerlamly become accustomed 6
these types of foreign influences.

You could arpue the Chinese didn't
invent pasta, or that hamburgers werent
onginally from Hamburg, but it would be
pointlgss, And, if there was only one other
area of influence Lthat Germany has had on
us as Morth Americans, L has 1o do with
cars, Tha truth is that Germany is known
for turning out nice cars like the garth is
round. Whether an Audi, BMW, Mercedes,
Porache or some other lesser margue.
their engineering, technologies, produc:
tion capabilities and guality have always

iﬁ"_llll_ﬁ'\l'—;-i.'!ul."_.a.-_;-ﬂ;-'—li'-'-'_."- i W rae T e s

s PR

. =i 53}/ (

top.

BMW 1s now the undisputed biggest
carmaker in Germany, but Mercedes.
Benz has always been either fighting for,
ar ocecupying that top spat. And, similar to
the Itallan Lamborghinl vs. Farrar rivalry,
gnthusiasts on both sides have been
rewarded with some ferbclously compet-
tve cars like the BMW M3 or M5, or any
Benz weanng an AMG badge. From the
early days through to today, people who
wanl 1o change thelr car and make it look
ar parform better than whan they bought it
have always existed. What began as & col-
tage industry for a fewiGerman car nuts
fere and there has since turned into a (ulk
garvice automobile tuming industry with
dozens of different playgrs.

One of them on the Mercedes side iS
Carlsson Autotechnik GmbH of Merzig:
For more than 16 yedrs. brothers Rolf
and Andreas Hartage heve bgen making
German cars better at their 166-year
old “Gut Wissenhol” manor in southem
Germany. By combining high-guality crafts:
manship with first-class technology and
innovation, thelr efforts have pald off in

- many ways. One such way is thal Carls:

son (s now copsidered a complete cal
bullder (o secondary manufacturer) by the
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German government. It's an excellent dis-
tinction to have; bul you're still wondening
where he company Bets ils name. right?
Well, that's easily attributed to former Mer
cedes Works driver and Swedish WRC rally
pilat Ingvar Carlsson, whao is &n impartant
development partner for the busingss.

At @ recent press avent in Hockenheim,
Germany, | had the pleasure of dnving
gne of Carlsson's latest offerings. Basad
an the 2006 Mercedes SLKSS AMG, the
Carlsson CMSS K was first presented at
the most recent Fesen Motorshow whire
it captired @ lot of attention, including our
ownl But, not until recently did we have
the oppartunity to exparlence it in real-life
driving situations. Now we have, and whal
an experence it wrned oul 1o be.

Like a wild cheetah chasing prey across
the Savghnah, the CMS5 K accelarales
from & Standing stop to 100 kin/hin just
4.1-sgtonds in total comfort. In contrast,
t's ggually adept at pulling softly and qui
ctly away from intersectlons like & lacks
daisical Homestic house cat. Being able
1o nnrr;:hulunl.ly come up to a speed in
this car without feeling overwhalmed or
inéjnhdumu by its power was o pleasant
sirprise, especially when you consider
the engine inithis car is based on AMG's
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powerful 5,61 24-valve SOHC VR {not the
Kompressor version) that's found in the
SLKES AMG, MNormally, this is a no-non-
SCNsc engine that can punigh aven sega
soned professionals: however, Carlsson
has managed to tame the beast with its
own versiaon of the VB kompressor, Bear in
mind that the SLK350' standard 3.5L V&
makes 355 hp at 5,750 and 376 Ih-ft. of
torgus at 4,000 rpm. The one in the CMS5
K Is a monster in almost every respect.
"Here we have attached a wvacuum
compressar on it" says Stefan Maller,
Carlsson's enthusiastic assistant market-
ing manager and mast veteran employee
(12 years and going strong), Moller is now
the go-to guy when it comes to gotting
answers as well as seat time. This unigue
kompressor was developed In concert
with Ogura Clutch Co, Ltd., a Japanese
company Known for clutches thet can with-
Sland exlreme street and racing use, “We
prefer this compressor concepl over Lhe
traditional screw-lype compressor,” says
Muller. He explained that, typlcally, screw-
type superchargers cause the torqua to
ump rmmediately up to the maximum leve|
bafore tralling off throughout the rest of the
operating range. Carlsson's highly-efficient
(up to TO%) vecuum-type system, which
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15 BDeing bulll under license by Wankal,
differs in that it delivers its power smooth-
Iy throupghaut the entire range thanks to an
ultra-efficient intercoolar that's part of the
unique air intake manifald. Plus, there are
numerous other modifications inconsplcu-
ously installed baneath the nifty Carlsson
anging cover that lend a hand,

Already equipped with the AMG valve
train, crankshaft, lightweight cams, rein-
forced block, pistons and connacting rads,
Carlsson beefs up the cooling system with
a naw radiator to supplement the inter-
cooler's duties. Also installed are sporty
air filters, dual water pumps. an espan-
sion tank, special thermostat housing,
V-iell, fuel injectors and a high-capacity
clutch assembly by Ogura, The compres-
sor system |lsell is lightwelpht, quiet,
durabile and offers immediate response
o driver inputs and, in the end, achleves
sume gquite astonishing power figunes,
Carlzsan's version of the 5.50 AMG VB pro-
duces 420 hp at 8,000 rpm and 480 Ib-ft.
betwaan 2,800 and 4,000 rpm. Torgue 15
lower than AMG's standard 5.5L VB Kom-
pressorn, but it's also ane of the main rea-
sons the CMSE K has two distinelly unique
personalities, On the ene hand, this gener-
ous supply of lorgue turms it into a jungle

cat scarching for its next meal, But, on
the other it's really a pussy cat looking
for another saucer of milk o help It relax.
At any rate. Carlsson's axhaust system,
which Includes 3 dual stainless steel
sport muffler that lerminates at four oval
lailpipes embossad with the company's
running horse 10go, comes with 8 powarful
note as well as complies with Eura 3 and
04 emizssions standards.

Lising its proprietary C-Tronic engine con-
trol unit, Carlsson tunes all of its engines
for additional power withoul sacrificing
fuel consumplion or negating their excel
lent emissions status, “Here, we made the
decision 10 put the lorgue curvi topether
with the ling for horsepower so the torgue
Comes on mane smoothly,” Muller explains.
“¥ou can go with that very comfortably.” he
says, adding “If you want 1o go fast it works
very well 100." | can and will attest to this:
and, although | came nowhere near this
car's 310 kmy/h top speed (the old 215
kmy/h maximum has been removed), | did
manage mare than 210 km/h on the Aulo-
bahn and felt really comfortable doing =0,
Alter schussing down highway on-ramps to
jrin up with moving traffic, simply stomp.
ing down on Lhe accelerator plves Instan
tancous and almost scary passing power,




THE DETAILS
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% Gear shifts with the AME T-speed auto-
matig transmission | droveweare quick and
“eubtle —barely even noticeable — and there

", _was no tire chirping either; just loads of

trackion and acceleration, which' equates
to plenty of confidenee when you need It
the most.

As gluded o, the handling |5 anothar
area where the CMSS- K impresses. Fully
complient, the package hera consists ol
four Bilstéin compelition dampers work-
ing in conjunction with a set of Carlsson
competition springs. The Carlsson RS
suspension lowers the car's center by
about one inch and comes with threaded
dampers that offer varnable ride helght
atjustability coupled with nine different
spring rates to help make this formidable
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WHEELS, TIRES, BRAKES

{r) Carlsson 19%10-In. 1/16 Ultra Light 1-pe.
forged alloy wheels; 266/30ZR18 Dunlop 5P
8000 tires; (f) Carlsson 198.5-n. 1/16 Ultra
Light 1-pe. forged alloy wheals; 235/30ZR19
Dunlop SP 3000 tires
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MgH-perfonmance maching even more so

at the track. But, youTjust can't lobkepast
thie TagLihat this ¢ar is just as suitable fo
dropping off your Kid at school or grocery
shopping as It is terrorizing a circuit like
Hockenheim. 1L does both extremely well
and the handling is more neutral than you
would expect from a rearwheel drive road-

ster. But, if putting the pedal down and,

power sliding around cormer apexes is your
thing, simply turn off the traction control
and the CMSS K will oblige antil your heart
15 content.

The wheel and tire package combines
refinement and technology to produce
uncompromising perfarmance that s so
ofter difficult to achieve! Here, the link
to the driving surface is provided by four

EXTERIOR

Carlsson body kit (front bumper w integratad
lip spoiler & fop lights, side skirts, rear bumper
valence, trunk lip spoiler); badgas

INTERIOR

Carlssan (two-tone Alcanlara leather
reupholstered Interor, stalnless steel roll bars,
safety glass wind deflector, polished door sill
plates, spart steering wheel (airbag included),
e-brake handle, shift knaob, fioor mats,
aluminum pedal sel)

The Carlsson front bumper
features a bUilt=in lip spoiler,

fog lights as well sizeable air
inlets that disguise the intercooler
residing in front of the engine.

of Carlsson’s 1,16 :Ultra Light™1-piect
forged alloy wheels sitfotinded by Ouniop
SP 9000 7R-speed raléd lires. These
wheels arc. significantly - different froh
ather Mercedes-Bens = Mners,
which have largely stayed away from the

German

l-piece (orging process, and account ol
a H0-percent savings in weight over many
olher comentional light alloys. The result
is improved handling, stability and over
all driving comfort. The UL's 16 tapered
spokes and detailed angraving encifcic
the center cap, while a hand-polished
and varnished finizsh protects their dis
tinguished yet sporty look. The 13x10
inth rfear wheels are paired with 265/30
geries rubber and a +33 offset wiile e
18x8. 5-inch fronls are outfitted with thes




SPECIFICATIONS

AR

ENGINE
AMG 5.5L SOHC 24-valve V8

ENGINE MODIFICATIONS

Carisson (vacuum-type compr

{romt mount intercoaler, intaka manifold,
upgraded cooling system, sport air filters,

dual water pumps, expansion tank, thermostat
housing, V-beit, fuel inje
steal sport muffler w quad oval tailpipes,

engine cover)

dual stalnless

235/35-sizad counterparts and an offsel
of +28. Upgrading the AMG brakes
doesn't seam to be a prionty.

‘Sp far so good,” wouldn't you say?
Wall, check out the aerodynamic body
kit Carisson has daveloped for the SLK.
You should notice the new front bumper,
which features a built-in lip spoiler. fog
lights as well as sizeabla air inlets thal
dizguize the intercooler residing in front
of the enpine. The bumper also Comes
with provisions for increased brake cool
ing while side skirts present a dramati-
cally different shape from front 1o the
rear. The sides can be fitted with a rear
axle hrake cooling duct should one be
necessary, Further back, a sublle trunk
lip spoiler helps reduce lift alang with the
diffuser that is integrated into the new
rear bumper valence, All of this works
topether to produce a high-class appear-
ance that functions as well as it looks, To
En along with the rear Carlsson hadges,
a horse lopo plague 15 also available 10
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ENGINE MANAGEMENT
Carlsson C-Tronic ECU

DRIVETRAIN
Ogura clutch

CHASSIS, SUSPENSION
Carlzzon (RS adjustable suspension w Bilstein
adjustable dampers, variable rate springs)

MUMBERS

Horsepower: 430 hp @ 6,000 rmm;

A80 |b.-ft. of torque & 2,800-4,000 rpm;
Acceleration: 0-100 km/h = 4.1 sec.;
Top speed = 310 km/h

feplace the big Benz hadge on the nose.
I'm giving high marks for making an
awesame-looking car look even better,
but there's still more to sea.

With the SLK's electric power top In
the down position, bystanders gawk at
the stainless steel roll bars and safety
plass wind deflector that shows off
g laseretched Carlsson logo. This mce
touch, however, Is a mere prelude to the
breathtaking interior lrealment my test
car was treated to, Opening the doors
revealed polished door slll plates to step
an or aver while gelling in; but, the main
difference here Is that the ting cockpit
(which to me secmed like it could feal
gramped to taller or larger individuals)
is reupholstered In soft platinum gray
and anthracite-colored Alcantara laathar
with a quilt-like pattern thatl adds depth
and texture 1o the interlor, You'll find this
juxurinus treatmenl on both seats and
door panels with matching accents on
the canter console, c-brake and alrbag-

on Autotechnik GmbH
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equipped sport steering wheel, Above the
badged lloor mats is an aluminum pedal
set for Increased response and feedback

Whether you're a fan of roadsters or
not, a Mercedes-Benz enthusiast or
otherwlse, tha Carisson CMS5 K 15 one
vehigle that will make you think twice.
I'm already planning a route for my
next visit to Garmany. Given the choice
between the SLKES AMG Kompressor or
Carlsson’s version of it, we'll gladly plek
this tha CMSS K every time for the simple
fact that it drives howesver you want i1
to. If vou want a road-melting monster-
of-a-roadster with insane. performance
abilities, this is your carl If you desire
a comfortable cruiser for urban strests
and highways, thiz is also your car! In my
mind it offers the best of both worlds.
Oh, and if you like this car, just wait until
Carlsson unleashes its newesl Wwning
program for the Mercedes CLS class Bs
well as the upcoming M class. They will
surely be something speclal. M



